Week Ending Friday, October 21, 2005

Proclamation 7946—National
Character Counts Week, 2005

October 14, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Character Counts Week,
we focus on ways to reach out to our fellow
Americans, especially children. Parents are
the first and best example of character in a
child’s life. By volunteering and performing
other acts of service in their communities,
parents can teach children about the good
that comes from helping others. By extending
a hand to those who suffer, parents can dem-
onstrate kindness and compassion and help
children learn the importance of serving a
cause greater than themselves.

Our schools also play a vital part in pro-
viding children with the principles they need
to grow and succeed. The Department of
Education supports character education
through its Partnerships in Character Edu-
cation Program. During my Administration,
over 60 State and local education agencies
have received funding from the Department
of Education to provide programs that teach
important values to our youth.

Many citizens around the country are
helping in the effort to teach character to
children. One of the most important ways to
contribute is to become a mentor. By show-
ing love, support, and compassion, one per-
son can make a difference in the life of a
child.

During National Character Counts Week
and throughout the year, I encourage chil-
dren and all Americans to make good choices
in life, set high standards, and serve as lead-
ers. By working together, we can all con-
tribute to a culture of good citizenship and
responsibility that strengthens our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,

by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 16
through October 22, 2005, as National Char-
acter Counts Week. I call upon public offi-
cials, educators, librarians, parents, students,
and all Americans to observe this week with
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 18, 2005]

NotTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 19. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7947—National
Employer Support of the Guard and
Reserve Week, 2005

October 14, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

In times of crisis, our Nation depends on
the courage and determination of the mem-
bers of our National Guard and Reserve.
Across our country, these dedicated citizen-
soldiers are answering the call to serve. Dur-
ing National Employer Support of the Guard
and Reserve Week, we honor the vital con-
tributions of members of our Guard and Re-
serve, and we express our gratitude for the
support shown to them by their employers.

In every generation, America has turned
to the National Guard and Reserve to help
respond to natural disasters, secure our
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